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1885. of arms, to prevent him from abandoning the
Power which had not protected him. Lord
Dufferin, however, completely succeeded, and
Abdur Rahman remained faithful to the British
alliance. The dispute between England and Russia
remained for further consideration. General Koma-
roff endeavoured to prove that the Afghans were
the aggressors, but Sir Peter Lumsden considered
that the Afghans had done everything they could
to avoid a collision.

The vote While public feeling in England was thus
inflamed and excited, the Government announced
a Vote of Credit for eleven millions. Of this sum
four millions and a half were required for past
operations in the Soudan, which were not to be
renewed. The rest of the total, six millions and
a half, was to be divided for future contingencies
between the Army and the Navy. When this
proposal was made in the House of Commons, Mr.
Gladstone achieved the greatest Parliamentary
victory of his life. His position was surrounded
with difficulties. An apostle of economy and
peace, he had to ask for a large pecuniary grant
which implied at least the possibility of war. The
Gladstone's cause of difference with Russia involved strategic
ljamp * details which few Members of Parliament could
be expected to understand, and what had actually
occurred at Penjdeh he himself did not clearly
know. The sum of eleven millions included a
large amount of sheer waste, and he had to an-
nounce the utter failure of his own policy in the
Soudan. He was confronted not only with an
Opposition inspirited by moral victories in the
lobby, but by Irishmen exasperated with Lord
Spencer, and by the Fourth Party, who had
seldom failed to make capital out of foreign affairs.
Yet by sheer personal ascendency, and by appeal-
ing to the whole House of Commons as representing